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that foreign scientists were greatly impressed by their visit;
and he ended (somewhat inconsequentially) by saying that
* no one can question that the main pan in the war was
played by the Soviet Union'. .Almost immediately,
through the Soviet newsagency, Tass, in a dozen countries,
came the comments of the foreign guests; and all of these
comments duly appeared in the Soviet papers. A French
delegate expressed his amazement at the creative spirit of
the Soviet people.1 Another French delegate said that
French scientists could learn valuable lessons from the
U.S.S.R.2 The Swedish scientists declared in Stockholm
that the Soviet Union does more for science than any other
country in the world/2 The Rumanian delegation held a
press conference in Bucarest, in which it was stated that
Soviet science was inspired by patriotism and was applied
in the interests of society.3 Tass at Helsinki reported
praise of Soviet science from the Finnish delegates; and
Tass at Ottawra reported the Canadian delegates as saying
that Soviet science is on a higher level than science any-
where else in the world.4 Tass from Warsaw spoke of the
deep impression which the vast Soviet scientific organisation
had made on the Polish delegates; and Tass from Budapest
spoke of the Hungarians' astonishment at the links between
theory and practice in the U.S.S.R.5 From the U.SA.
it was reported that the American delegation considered
two institutes in Moscow to be * the most perfect in the
world'; and one of the Americans is reported to have said
modestly that' in the majority of branches of science, the
Soviet Union occupies first or second place in the world.' 6
Tass from Delhi and Tass from New York added their
messages of praise from Indian and American delegates.7-8
A few days later the Yugoslavian guests informed Tass in
Belgrade that the Soviet Academy of Sciences is the greatest
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